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Hafa Adai, 
I would like to thank our fellow GDDC officers and members for 
this opportunity to attend this trip. It was another great 
experience for me to gain and meet new members, keynote 
speakers and especially our new commissioner Ms. Melissa Ortiz. 
It’s always a great feeling to know we are not alone in our 
challenges, but knowing we got an amazing support from our fellow 
councils and administrations. 
 
 R.A.D ( Reporting Advocacy Diversity) is the topic of the AIDD 
Technical Assistance Institute. One of the highlights was presented 
by Demetrius Lewis “Navigating Through the Noise”. He had a 
great display of methods, models and means to manage change in 
our lives. He gave an example like “I had to fall down so that I 
could learn to get back up ! “ We all have different experiences in 
life, we must take the negatives and turn it around to a positive 
look.” A Quality Life: Count Me In” is the topic for the NACDD 
Annual Conference . Their were so much training sessions to 
attend. So myself, Mr. Ray and Ms. Marie separated to attend as 



many trainings  we can. We all had gain and got good feedback to 
excel our knowledge to bring back to ensure our quality of life here 
in Guam. One of my favorite was a true documentary story of 
Diana and Kathy “Body & Soul” An adult with Down Syndrome being 
a caregiver for her long time friend with cerebral palsy. Living 
testimonies like these shows we can succeed in many aspects and 
challenges in our daily lives. We must continue to fight for what we 
believe in and make that change to lower down that noise. Don’t 
give up and keep striving to benefit yourself and others. Thank you 
all once again, it was a great trip!! 
 
Respectfully, 
Josephine E. Guerrero 
Chairperson GDDC 









 
July 11, 2017: National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities (NACDD), 
Territories Meeting; July 11-12, 2017 Administration on Developmental Disabilities (AIDD), 
Technical Assistance Institute (TAI); July 13-14, 2017 NACDD Annual Conference (2017), “A 
Quality of Life: Count Me In”, July 13-14, 2017 
 
 Tuesday July 11, 2017: Territories Round Table Meeting. This was a meeting dedicated for 

the Territories of the United States: Guam, Commonwealth of the Northern Marianas 
Islands, Puerto Rico, US Virgin Islands, American Samoa, and Hawaii (by virtue of geographic 
location). Because of our status as Territories or Commonwealth and our geographic 
location, NACDD-AIDD recognized that we have unique needs and requirements and thus 
held a separate meeting for this year’s 2017 conference. We were introduced to Ms. Melissa 
Ortiz, AIDD’s Newly Appointed Commissioner. Each council discussed various on-going 
priorities / issues related to our councils such as self-advocacy and employment as well 
current projects and initiatives such as education and self-advocacy training for new groups, 
youths, and post-secondary individuals. We also discussed how culture influences how 
people perceive and relate to individuals with disabilities especially pertaining to our 
geographic location with a diverse population. For the concurrent sessions, I attended 
Practical Strategies to Support Data Collection and Analysis. This session highlighted 
strategies used by other DD Councils in data collection and performance measures. 

 
 Wednesday July 12, 2017: The plenary session covered Cultural and Linguistic Competence 

in DD Councils. The presenters discussed the reasons for cultural and linguistic competence 
in reference to individuals with developmental disabilities and the need for DD Councils to 
achieve competence within this area. For the afternoon concurrent session, I attend Tools 
for the Trade: Resources for Engaging Diverse Members and Communities. The Colorado, 
Georgia, and New York DD Councils discussed how their councils meet the charge of 
diversity, inclusion and cultural and linguistic competence and how their internal policies 
and procedures are structured in reference to recruitment of council members 
representative of their states diver population. 
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 Thursday July 13, 2017: NACDD held two plenary sessions on this day: Advocates Living Their 
Best Life: Self-Determination and Alternatives to Guardianship; and Health in the New 
World Order. For the concurrent session, I attended My Voice Counts: Supports vs. Control. 
This was an interesting day in the conference in that it discussed the independence and self-
determination of IWDD and that how often Guardianship is often seen as the only 
alternative in caring for IWDD when there are alternatives such as decision-making 
agreement. 
 

 Friday July 14, 2017: The conference plenary covered Serving the Community reflecting how 
vital community services are to people with I/DD and that they have full access to these 
services in the community in which they live. For the concurrent session, I attended 
Collaborative Leadership to Advance Disability Policy. 

 
As this was my first time attending the NACDD Conference, it gave me the opportunity to learn 
first-hand how other DD Council operate within their respective states and the different 
challenges and issues they face. It allowed me to look at new and developing policies and 
procedures by NACDD as well as how it is implemented by the different states. The Conference 
also covered many issues current in the day such as the proposed budget by the President and 
how it would affect the DD Councils, Medicaid, and taxes. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the ECM for allowing me this opportunity and 
experience in attending the NACDD 2017 Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah.  
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